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 What is the role for higher education in 
encouraging civic participation? 
 

 Does Teaching civics really increase 
community interest in the political process? 
 

 Do “regular” people in the community care 
about the process of governing? 
 

 Would our state be a better place if more 
people registered to vote? 





 A successful small grant 
funded project 

 A series of student-led 
public civics classes  

 Free on-campus for any 
member of our multi-
county area  

 …who are interested in 
learning more about how 
our government works. 

 



 Adjunct – 7 years 
 “Trouble Maker” - Change Agent  
 Corporate World, Local, State, 

Federal Government, Peace 
Corps Volunteer 

 Election Commissioner 
 Mentor 



 Dennis Inman is a retired Magistrate 
Judge who served in the U.S. Federal 
Court in Greeneville. 

 Judge Inman has been a regular 
speaker in my American Government 
classes. 

 Three years ago, over a cup of coffee in 
the student lounge, he asked, “Why 
can’t citizens, who are not students, 
attend classes about government?” 



1. Independent Study 
2. Honors Credit 
3. Internship 
4. References  
5. Letter of 

Recommendation 
6. Career Experience 
7. TN Promise 

Community Service 
 



Topic Mentor Title 

Local 

Government 
Bill Brittain County Mayor 

Courts Cynthia Wyrick Federal Magistrate Judge 

US Gov’t & 

Congress 
Zac Rutherford 

Chief of Staff 

Rep. Diana Harshbarger 

Elections Jeff Gardner Elections Administrator 

Government Officials - Mentors 



https://preprints.apsanet.org/engage/apsa/article-details/63bef16f7410253378ebaaad 

https://preprints.apsanet.org/engage/apsa/article-details/63bef16f7410253378ebaaad




Local Advertising 

Take-home Notebook 

More than 100 

citizens and 

guests 

attended the 

combined 

classes. 



 1 day/week 

 Attend Court sessions 

 Keep Daily Journal 

 Write up their 
activities, learning 
experiences, and 
recommendations 

 Earn recommendation 
letter from Judge 
Wyrick 



 RHiTA 

 TBR SERS Grant – not a class 

 …but many HIPs 

 

Intense engagement via 
four High Impact 

Practices, leadership 
development, equipping 

them to be the 
spokespeople for 

continuing education in 
their communities, and 

drive measurable 
increases in outreach, the 

number of college 
applications completed, 

and enrollment in 
continuing and higher 

education opportunities.  



Peer Mentoring 

Community Outreach 

Leadership 

Career Exposure 



 Four community classes presented  
on the Morristown campus. 

  

 More than 100 citizens and guests attended the 
combined classes. 

  

 Four students completed their 5-week U.S. 
Federal District Court internships. 

 

 Four students earned “honors” designation 
toward their Associates Degree Diploma. 

 



 Independent Guided Research 

 More than just a “paper” 
◦ Stand up and present 

 Much more work than students expected 

 Great sense of Accomplishment 

 …and a Wonderful Teaching Experience! 








