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[Abstract] This article introduces the concept of "intersectality" as an 
innovative framework for analyzing international relations, adapted from the social 
science principle of intersectionality. Intersectality examines how various aspects of 
a country's identity—such as race, polity, value, religion, language, location, history, 
economic status, military power, and alliances—interact and overlap, leading to 
unique positions and behaviors on the global stage. Through a theoretical exploration 
and diverse case studies, including the United States, Russia, Germany, Singapore, 
Turkey, and South Africa, this work demonstrates how intersectality influences 
diplomatic relations, conflict, cooperation, and the functioning of global governance 
bodies like the UN and WTO. The article highlights both the potential of 
intersectality to enhance understanding and cooperation among nations and the 
challenges it poses to traditional international law and policy. It argues for the 
adoption of intersectality in international relations discourse to foster a more 
inclusive, equitable, and effective global community. 
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I. Introduction 

In the intricate tapestry of global politics, the identity of a nation is a complex 
mosaic composed of myriad pieces, each reflecting distinct characteristics such as 
race, polity, values, religion, language, location, domain, population, history, 
economic status, military power, global engagement, and alliances. These elements, 
when woven together, form a unique national identity that shapes a country's 
interactions on the international stage. The concept of "intersectality," adapted from 
its origins in social science, offers a novel lens through which to examine the 
multifaceted identities of nations and their consequential role in international 
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relations. This article aims to explore the intricate ways in which the diverse aspects 
of a country's identity intersect and interact with each other, leading to unique 
experiences and perspectives that influence its behavior and relationships with other 
nations. 

The traditional views of state identity and behavior, often centered around 
singular or dominant characteristics such as economic power or military might, fall 
short of capturing the complexity inherent in the identities of nations. By embracing 
the concept of intersectality, this article seeks to provide a more nuanced 
understanding of how various components of national identity come together to 
influence a country's diplomatic endeavors, its participation in global governance, 
and its role in international conflicts and cooperation. 

Through an examination of case studies including the United States, Russia, 
Germany, Singapore, Turkey, and South Africa, this article will illustrate the dynamic 
interplay of intersecting identities on the global stage. By analyzing how these 
countries navigate the complexities of international relations through the lens of 
intersectality, we can gain insights into the underlying factors that drive their foreign 
policies and interactions with the global community. 

The exploration of intersectality's impact on international relations opens up 
new avenues for understanding the challenges and opportunities that arise from the 
diverse identities of nations. It prompts a reevaluation of how diplomatic relations 
are formed, how conflicts are negotiated, and how cooperation is achieved. 
Furthermore, it highlights the importance of considering the multifaceted identities of 
nations in the formulation of international law and policy, and in the efforts to foster 
global understanding and cooperation. 

In sum, "Intersectality on the Global Stage: How the Multifaceted Identities of 
Nations Shape International Relations" aims to shed light on the complex 
interconnections between the various aspects of national identity and their profound 
implications for the global community. By delving into the concept of intersectality, 
this article seeks to contribute to a richer, more comprehensive understanding of 
international relations in our increasingly interconnected world. 

II. Theoretical Framework 

A. Introduction to Intersectality: Origins in Social Science, Adaptation for 

International Relations 

The concept of intersectality, while novel in the context of international 
relations, has its roots deeply embedded in the domain of social science. Originally 
coined to describe the overlapping or intersecting social identities and related 
systems of oppression, domination, or discrimination, intersectionality has been a 
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critical lens through which scholars have analyzed the experiences of individuals at 
the nexus of race, gender, class, sexuality, and other identity markers. This analytical 
framework has illuminated the complex and multifaceted nature of personal 
identities and how these identities influence one's experience of the world. 

The adaptation of intersectionality to the study of international relations 
represents a significant evolution of the concept. In this context, "intersectality" is 
repurposed to describe how different aspects of a country's identity—such as its 
political system (polity), economic status, military power, history, culture (including 
language and religion), geographic location, demographics (including race and 
population), and global engagements and alliances—intersect and interact with each 
other. These intersections create a unique national identity that shapes a country's 
behavior on the global stage, influencing its diplomatic relations, participation in 
international organizations, and engagement in global issues. 

The adaptation of intersectionality to international relations acknowledges that, 
just as individuals are not defined by a single aspect of their identity, nations too 
cannot be fully understood by examining only one or a few of their characteristics. 
For instance, a country's foreign policy cannot be fully comprehended without 
considering its historical experiences, cultural values, economic interests, and the 
structure of its political system, among other factors. Similarly, a nation's response to 
global challenges and its interactions with other countries are influenced by a 
complex interplay of its internal and external identities. 

By applying the concept of intersectality to international relations, this 
theoretical framework aims to provide a more nuanced and comprehensive 
understanding of how nations navigate the complexities of the global landscape. It 
challenges the reductionist approaches that have traditionally dominated the field, 
which often prioritize economic or military power without adequately considering 
other crucial dimensions of national identity. Through the lens of intersectality, this 
article seeks to explore the multifaceted identities of nations and how these identities 
shape their behavior, relationships, and roles in the international community. 

In doing so, intersectality offers a fresh perspective on international relations, 
one that recognizes the diversity and complexity of national identities and their 
significant impact on global dynamics. This approach not only enriches our 
understanding of the international system but also highlights the importance of 
considering the full spectrum of a nation's identity in the formulation of foreign 
policy and international engagement. 

B. Components of National Identity: Race, Polity, Value, Religion, Language, 

Location, Domain, Population, History, Economic Status, Military Power, 

Global Engagement, and Alliances 

The identity of a nation is an amalgam of various elements, each contributing to 

https://doi.org/10.33774/apsa-2024-8456c ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8457-6757 Content not peer-reviewed by APSA. License: All Rights Reserved

https://doi.org/10.33774/apsa-2024-8456c
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8457-6757


4 
 

its distinctive character and standing on the global stage. These components are not 
isolated; rather, they intersect and interact in ways that shape a nation's behavior, 
policies, and interactions with other countries. Understanding these components is 
crucial for grasping the concept of intersectality in international relations. Here, we 
delve into the key elements that constitute national identity: 

1. Race: The racial composition of a nation can influence its cultural identity, 
social dynamics, and international perceptions. Race can affect diplomatic relations, 
especially in regions where racial identities are closely tied to historical conflicts or 
alliances. 

2. Polity: The form of governance, whether it be a democracy, authoritarian 
regime, monarchy, or other, significantly impacts a nation's decision-making 
processes, domestic policies, and approach to international engagement. 

3. Value: The core values upheld by a nation, such as freedom, justice, equality, 
or honor, guide its domestic and international policies. These values are often 
reflected in a nation's stance on global issues and its diplomatic relations. 

4. Religion: Religious beliefs and practices play a vital role in shaping a nation's 
cultural identity and can influence its domestic policies and international relations, 
particularly with nations sharing similar or divergent religious backgrounds. 

5. Language: Language is a key component of cultural identity and serves as a 
medium for diplomacy and international communication. Language barriers and 
shared languages can both hinder and facilitate international cooperation. 

6. Location: Geographical location determines strategic interests, security 
concerns, and economic opportunities. It influences a nation's engagement in 
regional politics and global issues like climate change and migration. 

7. Domain: The physical and cyber domains a nation controls or influences can 
affect its global power dynamics, security strategies, and economic interests. This 
includes territorial waters, airspace, and cyberspace. 

8. Population: Demographic factors, including population size, density, age 
distribution, and migration patterns, impact a nation's labor market, economic 
policies, and capacity for military enlistment. 

9. History: Historical experiences shape national identity, inform current 
policies, and influence future aspirations. Historical conflicts, colonial legacies, and 
triumphs play a significant role in a nation's relationships with others. 

10. Economic Status: A nation's economic power, including its GDP, wealth 
distribution, and industrial capabilities, determines its role in global trade, investment, 
and economic policymaking forums. 

11. Military Power: The size, technology, and capabilities of a nation's military 
forces affect its global influence, deterrence strategies, and participation in 
international peacekeeping efforts. 

12. Global Engagement: A nation's involvement in international organizations, 
treaties, and global issues reflects its commitment to global governance and its role 
in shaping international norms and policies. 
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13. Alliances: Strategic alliances and partnerships, both military and economic, 
enhance a nation's security, amplify its global voice, and facilitate cooperation on 
international challenges. 

These components of national identity, through their interplay, create a complex 
picture of a nation's character and influence its interactions on the global stage. The 
concept of intersectality in international relations seeks to understand how these 
diverse elements come together to shape a nation's foreign policy, its alliances, and 
its role in global governance. By examining these components, we can gain deeper 
insights into the multifaceted identities of nations and their impact on international 
relations. 

C. How Intersectality Differs from Traditional Views of State Identity and 

Behavior 

The concept of intersectality, as applied to international relations, marks a 
departure from traditional views of state identity and behavior. Traditional 
perspectives often focus on a limited set of factors, such as economic power, military 
might, or geographic location, to explain a nation's actions on the global stage. These 
approaches, while valuable, tend to oversimplify the complex nature of state identity 
and overlook the multifaceted influences that shape a country's foreign policy and 
international interactions. Intersectality, by contrast, offers a more nuanced and 
comprehensive framework for understanding the dynamics of international relations. 
This section explores how intersectality differs from traditional views in several key 
aspects: 

1. Multidimensional Analysis: Traditional views often prioritize singular aspects 
of state identity, such as economic status or military capability, in their analysis of 
international relations. Intersectality, however, emphasizes the importance of 
considering a broad array of factors—including race, polity, value, religion, language, 
and more—that interact and intersect to form a nation's unique identity. This 
multidimensional analysis acknowledges the complexity of state behavior and the 
myriad influences that guide a nation's actions on the global stage. 

2. Dynamic Interactions: Unlike traditional approaches that may treat factors 
influencing state behavior as static or isolated, intersectality recognizes the dynamic 
and interdependent nature of these influences. It understands that changes in one 
aspect of a nation's identity can affect other aspects, leading to shifts in its 
international relations and policies. This perspective allows for a more fluid and 
adaptable understanding of state behavior. 

3. Inclusion of Soft Power Elements: Traditional views often emphasize hard 
power elements, such as economic might and military strength, as the primary 
determinants of a nation's global influence. Intersectality broadens this perspective 
by including soft power elements like culture, values, and diplomacy. It 
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acknowledges that these softer aspects play a significant role in shaping international 
perceptions, alliances, and engagements. 

4. Focus on Internal Diversity: Traditional analyses sometimes treat nations as 
monolithic entities with uniform interests and identities. In contrast, intersectality 
highlights the internal diversity within nations, recognizing that a country's domestic 
complexities—such as ethnic, linguistic, or religious diversity—can influence its 
foreign policy and international relations. This approach offers insights into how 
internal dynamics intersect with external engagements. 

5. Recognition of Non-State Actors: While traditional views of international 
relations often focus on state actors, intersectality acknowledges the significant role 
played by non-state actors, including multinational corporations, international 
organizations, and civil society groups. It understands that these entities can intersect 
with state identities and behaviors, influencing international norms, policies, and 
cooperation. 

6. Emphasis on Historical Context: Intersectality places a greater emphasis on 
the historical context of state identities and behaviors. It recognizes that historical 
experiences, such as colonial legacies or past conflicts, have lasting impacts on a 
nation's identity and its interactions with other countries. This historical perspective 
provides deeper insights into the roots of contemporary international relations. 

By offering a more holistic and interconnected view of state identity and 
behavior, intersectality challenges and enriches traditional perspectives on 
international relations. It provides a framework for understanding the complex, 
dynamic, and multifaceted nature of nations and their actions on the global stage, 
opening new avenues for analysis, dialogue, and cooperation in the international 
community. 

III. Case Studies: Intersectality in Action 

A. United States 

The United States presents a compelling case study for examining the concept 
of intersectality in international relations. As a nation with a complex identity shaped 
by diverse factors, the U.S. exemplifies how various aspects of national identity 
interact and influence its role on the global stage. This section explores the 
multifaceted identity of the United States and how these elements intersect to shape 
its international relations. 

1. Diversity and Immigration: The United States is often described as a "melting 
pot" of cultures, races, and ethnicities, owing to its long history of immigration. This 
diversity is a significant aspect of the country's identity, influencing its culture, 
economy, and social policies. In international relations, this diversity allows the U.S. 
to establish cultural and diplomatic ties with a wide range of countries, fostering an 
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image of inclusivity and multiculturalism. 
2. Economic and Military Power: The U.S. is recognized as the world's leading 

economic and military power. Its robust economy, driven by technological 
innovation and a strong service sector, along with its unparalleled military 
capabilities, grants the U.S. significant influence in global affairs. These elements of 
power enable the U.S. to shape international economic policies, lead military 
alliances, and play a pivotal role in global security. 

3. Political System and Values: The democratic system of governance and the 
values of freedom, democracy, and human rights are central to the American identity. 
These principles not only guide domestic policies but also shape the U.S.'s foreign 
policy and diplomatic engagements. The promotion of democracy and human rights 
has been a cornerstone of the U.S.'s international relations, influencing its alliances, 
foreign aid, and interventions. 

4. Global Engagement and Interventionism: The United States has a history of 
active engagement in international affairs, including interventions in other countries' 
internal matters. This interventionism, often justified by the desire to promote 
democracy and protect human rights, has led to mixed perceptions of the U.S. 
globally. While some view the U.S. as a champion of freedom, others see it as 
overreaching or acting in its own interests. 

5. Short History and Global Leadership: Despite its relatively short history as a 
nation, the U.S. has emerged as a global leader. This leadership role is not only a 
product of its economic and military might but also its ability to innovate, adapt, and 
project soft power through culture, technology, and diplomacy. The U.S.'s leadership 
in international organizations and initiatives reflects its commitment to shaping a 
global order based on its values and interests. 

6. Challenges and Criticisms: The intersectality of the U.S.'s national identity 
also brings challenges, particularly in reconciling its domestic ideals with its actions 
on the global stage. Criticisms of the U.S. often focus on discrepancies between its 
promotion of democracy and human rights abroad and its own struggles with 
inequality, racism, and political polarization at home. 

The case of the United States illustrates how intersectality shapes a nation's 
identity and its international relations. The interplay of diversity, power, values, 
global engagement, and leadership, coupled with internal challenges and global 
perceptions, creates a complex identity that influences the U.S.'s interactions with 
other nations. Understanding this intersectality provides insights into the motivations, 
actions, and global role of the United States, highlighting the nuanced ways in which 
multifaceted identities impact international relations. 

B. Russia 

Russia's role in international relations is deeply influenced by its unique 
intersectality, which encompasses a wide range of historical, geographical, political, 
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and cultural dimensions. This section examines how the multifaceted identity of 
Russia shapes its behavior and position in the global community. 

1. Geographical and Demographic Complexity: Russia is the largest country in 
the world by land area, straddling both Europe and Asia. This vast geographical span 
influences its strategic priorities, security concerns, and economic interests. Russia's 
sparse population density, particularly in Siberia and the Far East, adds another layer 
of complexity to its national identity, impacting its demographic policies and 
regional development efforts. 

2. Historical Legacy and Identity: Russia's history, from the Tsarist era through 
the Soviet Union to its current post-Soviet state, plays a critical role in shaping its 
national identity and foreign policy. The legacy of the Soviet Union, in particular, 
influences Russia's desire to maintain a sphere of influence over former Soviet states 
and its perception as a counterbalance to Western powers. This historical context is 
crucial for understanding Russia's actions on the global stage, including its 
interventions in neighboring countries and its strategic alliances. 

3. Political System and Governance: Russia's political system, often 
characterized as an authoritarian regime with centralized power under President 
Vladimir Putin, significantly impacts its international relations. The concentration of 
power and the suppression of political dissent within the country are mirrored in its 
assertive, sometimes aggressive, foreign policy. The perception of democracy as a 
sham in Russia affects its relations with Western countries, which frequently criticize 
Russia's human rights record and political governance. 

4. Economic Status and Challenges: Despite being endowed with vast natural 
resources, including significant oil and gas reserves, Russia faces economic 
challenges, including dependence on energy exports, sanctions from Western 
countries, and internal economic disparities. These economic factors influence 
Russia's foreign policy, driving it to seek new markets and alliances, particularly in 
Asia, and to leverage its energy resources as a tool of geopolitical influence. 

5. Cultural and Religious Identity: Russia's cultural heritage, with its 
deep-rooted Orthodox Christian traditions, contributes to its distinct national identity. 
This cultural and religious identity plays a role in Russia's domestic policies and its 
foreign relations, particularly with Orthodox Christian countries and in its efforts to 
position itself as a defender of traditional values against what it perceives as Western 
liberalism. 

6. Relationship with the West: Russia's relations with Western countries are 
marked by a complex mix of cooperation and confrontation. Historical tensions, 
NATO expansion, and disputes over territory and influence in Eastern Europe and the 
Middle East have led to periods of heightened tension and sanctions. Russia's 
identity as a European country with significant interests in Asia also reflects its 
attempt to navigate a multipolar world, seeking strategic partnerships and alliances 
that can counterbalance Western influence. 

The case of Russia illustrates how intersectality—encompassing geographical, 
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historical, political, economic, and cultural dimensions—shapes a nation's identity 
and its international relations. Russia's actions on the global stage, from its military 
interventions to its diplomatic engagements, are deeply influenced by the interplay of 
these multifaceted aspects of its national identity. Understanding Russia's 
intersectality provides valuable insights into its motivations, strategies, and 
objectives in the international arena, highlighting the complexity of global relations 
in a world of diverse and intersecting national identities. 

C. Germany 

Germany's position and actions within the international community cannot be 
fully understood without considering its unique intersectality. This section delves 
into how various aspects of Germany's national identity—including its historical 
experiences, political system, economic prowess, and cultural values—interact to 
shape its role on the global stage. 

1. Historical Legacy and Reconciliation: Germany's modern identity is 
profoundly shaped by the legacy of the two World Wars and the subsequent division 
and reunification of East and West Germany. The country's efforts to reckon with its 
past, particularly the atrocities of the Nazi regime, have fostered a national ethos of 
peace, reconciliation, and responsibility. This historical consciousness influences 
Germany's foreign policy, particularly its commitment to European integration, 
human rights, and international law. 

2. Economic Powerhouse with a Commitment to Social Welfare: As Europe's 
largest economy and a global industrial leader, Germany wields significant economic 
influence. Its economic model combines a highly competitive market with a strong 
social welfare system, reflecting a commitment to both economic success and social 
equity. This balance of interests shapes Germany's approach to international 
economic relations, including its advocacy for fair trade practices and its role in 
addressing global economic challenges within the EU and G20. 

3. Political Stability and Democratic Values: Germany's federal parliamentary 
democracy is characterized by stability, a strong rule of law, and an active civil 
society. The country's political system and its values of democracy, transparency, and 
participation inform its diplomatic engagements and its efforts to support democratic 
governance and human rights globally. 

4. Environmental Leadership and Technological Innovation: Germany is 
recognized for its leadership in environmental sustainability and commitment to 
combating climate change. This is reflected in its ambitious national policies for 
renewable energy and energy efficiency, as well as its active role in international 
climate negotiations. Additionally, Germany's strengths in science and technology 
contribute to its identity as a nation committed to innovation and sustainable 
development. 

5. European Integration and Transatlantic Relations: Germany's identity is 
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deeply intertwined with its role in the European Union, where it often acts as a 
driving force for integration, economic stability, and collective action on global 
issues. At the same time, Germany maintains a significant transatlantic relationship 
with the United States, balancing its commitments to European solidarity with the 
strategic and security interests shared with its American ally. 

6. Cultural Diplomacy and Global Cultural Influence: Germany's rich cultural 
heritage and its contemporary cultural scene play a role in its international relations 
through cultural diplomacy. The promotion of the German language, support for 
cultural exchanges, and the global presence of German media and arts contribute to 
the country's soft power and its ability to foster cross-cultural understanding. 

The case of Germany exemplifies how intersectality—encompassing historical 
experiences, economic models, political values, environmental commitments, and 
cultural influences—shapes a nation's identity and its engagement in international 
relations. Germany's actions and policies on the global stage reflect the complex 
interplay of these diverse aspects of its national identity, illustrating the multifaceted 
roles that countries play in addressing global challenges and fostering international 
cooperation. Understanding Germany's intersectality provides insights into its 
motivations, priorities, and influence in shaping a more interconnected and 
cooperative world order. 

D. Singapore 

Singapore's standing in the international community as a sovereign city-state is 
a testament to the complex interplay of its intersecting identities. This section 
examines how Singapore's historical background, economic strategies, political 
governance, cultural diversity, and strategic alliances coalesce to define its unique 
position on the global stage. 

1. Historical Context and Strategic Location: Singapore's history, from a British 
colonial trading post to its independence in 1965, has been crucial in shaping its 
national identity. Its strategic location at the crossroads of major sea routes has made 
it a global hub for trade, finance, and logistics. This historical legacy, combined with 
its geographical advantage, underpins Singapore's open and outward-looking 
orientation towards international relations. 

2. Economic Dynamism and Innovation: Despite its small size and lack of 
natural resources, Singapore has established itself as one of the world's most 
prosperous economies. Its economic success is attributed to a highly developed and 
competitive market, significant investment in technology and education, and a robust 
legal framework that supports business and innovation. Singapore's economic model, 
emphasizing efficiency, transparency, and adaptability, influences its international 
economic policies and its role as a proponent of free trade and investment. 

3. Political Stability and Pragmatic Governance: Singapore is known for its 
political stability, efficient governance, and strict rule of law, which are central to its 
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national identity. The People's Action Party (PAP) has governed Singapore since 
independence, implementing policies that prioritize economic growth, social 
harmony, and national cohesion. Singapore's political system and governance model, 
while often criticized for its restrictions on civil liberties, contribute to its reputation 
as a reliable and effective partner in international affairs. 

4. Cultural Diversity and Social Integration: Singapore's multi-ethnic, 
multi-religious society is a defining aspect of its national identity. The government's 
deliberate efforts to promote racial and religious harmony, through policies such as 
the Ethnic Integration Policy for public housing, reflect Singapore's commitment to 
social integration and cohesion. This cultural diversity and emphasis on harmony 
inform Singapore's diplomatic engagements and its role as a bridge between different 
cultures and regions. 

5. Strategic Alliances and Global Engagement: Singapore maintains a pragmatic 
foreign policy, building strategic alliances with major powers while actively 
participating in regional and international organizations. Its strategic partnership with 
the United States, alongside its active role in ASEAN and contributions to the United 
Nations, exemplify Singapore's approach to balancing its relationships and interests. 
Singapore's foreign policy is driven by the principle of small state diplomacy, 
leveraging its economic success, strategic location, and international credibility to 
influence global governance and regional stability. 

6. Environmental Leadership and Sustainable Development: Singapore's 
commitment to sustainability and environmental innovation, despite its limited land 
area, showcases another facet of its intersectality. Initiatives like the "City in a 
Garden" vision and investments in green technology position Singapore as a leader in 
urban sustainability and environmental governance, reflecting its contributions to 
global efforts in addressing climate change and sustainable development. 

The case of Singapore illustrates how intersectality—encompassing historical 
legacies, economic strategies, political governance, cultural diversity, and strategic 
engagements—shapes a nation's identity and its approach to international relations. 
Singapore's multifaceted identity enables it to navigate the complexities of global 
affairs, leveraging its strengths and strategic position to play a disproportionate role 
on the world stage. Understanding Singapore's intersectality provides insights into its 
motivations, strategies, and influence, highlighting the intricate ways in which 
different aspects of a country's identity intersect and interact to shape its engagement 
in the international arena. 

E. Turkey 

Turkey presents an intriguing case of intersectality on the global stage, where its 
geographical location, historical legacy, cultural diversity, political system, economic 
development, and strategic alliances interact to shape its unique identity and 
international relations. 
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1. Geographical Crossroads and Historical Legacy: Straddling two continents, 
Europe and Asia, Turkey occupies a unique geographical position that has 
historically made it a bridge between the East and the West. This strategic location 
has influenced its cultural and political development, from the Byzantine Empire to 
the Ottoman Empire, and now the Republic of Turkey. Turkey's historical legacy as a 
center of empires contributes to its self-perception and its role in international affairs, 
embodying a blend of Eastern and Western traditions. 

2. Cultural Diversity and National Identity: Turkey's cultural landscape is 
marked by diversity, with a rich tapestry of traditions derived from various ethnic 
groups, including Turks, Kurds, Armenians, Greeks, and others. This multicultural 
heritage, combined with the dominant influence of Islam and the secular principles 
established by Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, the founder of modern Turkey, creates a 
complex national identity that influences its domestic policies and international 
stance. 

3. Political Evolution and Governance: Turkey's political system has evolved 
from a strong secularist government to a more religiously influenced governance 
under the Justice and Development Party (AKP). The political landscape is 
characterized by tensions between secularism and Islamism, democracy and 
authoritarianism, which affect its internal dynamics and its relationships with other 
countries. Turkey's efforts to join the European Union, juxtaposed with its growing 
influence in the Middle East, illustrate the multifaceted nature of its political identity 
and ambitions. 

4. Economic Ambitions and Challenges: As an emerging economy, Turkey has 
demonstrated significant growth and development, positioning itself as an important 
economic player in the region. Its economy, characterized by a mix of modern 
industry and commerce along with traditional agriculture, faces challenges such as 
inflation and unemployment. Turkey's economic policies and ambitions, including its 
role as an energy transit hub, are crucial elements of its international relations, 
affecting its ties with Europe, Russia, and the Middle East. 

5. Strategic Alliances and Military Power: Turkey's membership in NATO since 
1952 underscores its strategic importance to Western security interests, particularly 
given its proximity to the Middle East and the Black Sea region. However, its 
relationships with NATO members have been strained at times, due to disagreements 
over Syria, its acquisition of Russian defense systems, and other issues. Turkey's 
military interventions in neighboring regions, such as Syria and Libya, reflect its 
desire to assert its influence and protect its interests, showcasing the interplay 
between its strategic alliances and military ambitions. 

6. Global Engagement and Diplomatic Relations: Turkey's foreign policy is 
characterized by its efforts to balance its relations with the West and the East, 
leveraging its strategic location, cultural connections, and economic interests. Its 
involvement in regional conflicts, humanitarian efforts, and international 
organizations reflects its aspirations to be a regional power and a global player. 
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Turkey's approach to international relations is shaped by its intersectality, navigating 
between its historical legacies, cultural identity, political dynamics, economic 
ambitions, and strategic objectives. 

The case of Turkey exemplifies how intersectality shapes a nation's identity and 
its approach to international relations. The interplay of Turkey's geographical 
position, historical background, cultural diversity, political evolution, economic 
development, and strategic alliances creates a complex and dynamic identity that 
influences its domestic and international policies. Understanding Turkey's 
intersectality offers valuable insights into its motivations, strategies, and roles on the 
global stage, highlighting the intricate ways in which different aspects of a country's 
identity intersect and interact to influence its engagement in the international arena. 

F. South Africa 

South Africa represents a compelling example of intersectality in the global 
arena, where its complex history, racial and ethnic diversity, political transformations, 
economic disparities, and strategic engagements have shaped its unique national 
identity and international relations. 

1. Historical Legacy and Racial Diversity: South Africa's history is deeply 
marked by colonialism, apartheid, and the struggle for freedom and equality, leading 
to its emergence as a "Rainbow Nation" post-apartheid. This term, coined by 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, reflects the country's commitment to embracing its racial 
and ethnic diversity, including Black Africans, Whites, Coloureds, and Indians. The 
legacy of apartheid and the ongoing journey towards reconciliation and social justice 
continue to influence South Africa's domestic policies and its international stance on 
human rights and racial equality. 

2. Political Transformation and Governance: The transition from apartheid to a 
democratic system in 1994, with Nelson Mandela's election as president, was a 
watershed moment for South Africa and a symbol of hope worldwide. The African 
National Congress (ANC) has dominated the political landscape since then, 
navigating challenges such as corruption, governance issues, and social inequality. 
South Africa's political evolution, marked by its commitment to democracy and 
human rights, plays a significant role in its international relations, particularly in 
advocating for justice and equality on the global stage. 

3. Economic Disparities and Development: Despite being one of the most 
developed countries in Africa, South Africa faces significant economic disparities, 
with high levels of poverty, unemployment, and inequality. Its economy, one of the 
most industrialized in the continent, is driven by mining, manufacturing, services, 
and agriculture. These economic challenges and opportunities influence South 
Africa's international engagements, including its role in BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, 
China, and South Africa) and efforts to attract foreign investment while addressing 
domestic inequalities. 
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4. Cultural Richness and Global Engagement: South Africa's cultural richness, 
reflected in its languages, arts, and traditions, enhances its soft power on the global 
stage. The country has made significant contributions to literature, music, and the 
arts, promoting cultural exchange and understanding. South Africa's hosting of the 
2010 FIFA World Cup is an example of its global engagement, showcasing its 
capabilities and fostering international goodwill. 

5. Strategic Alliances and Diplomatic Relations: As a member of the African 
Union, United Nations, and BRICS, South Africa actively participates in 
international diplomacy, focusing on issues such as peacekeeping, development, and 
climate change. Its foreign policy reflects a balance between its African identity and 
its aspirations as a global player, advocating for the interests of the Global South and 
seeking to mediate in conflicts within the continent and beyond. 

6. Environmental Leadership and Sustainability: South Africa faces significant 
environmental challenges, including water scarcity, biodiversity loss, and the impacts 
of climate change. Its leadership in environmental governance, through initiatives 
such as the transition to renewable energy and conservation efforts, contributes to its 
international identity as a proponent of sustainable development. 

The case of South Africa illustrates how intersectality—encompassing historical 
legacies, racial and ethnic diversity, political evolution, economic disparities, cultural 
richness, and strategic engagements—shapes a nation's identity and its approach to 
international relations. South Africa's multifaceted identity enables it to navigate the 
complexities of global affairs, leveraging its experiences, resources, and values to 
influence international discourse and cooperation. Understanding South Africa's 
intersectality provides insights into its motivations, strategies, and impact, 
highlighting the intricate ways in which different aspects of a country's identity 
intersect and interact to shape its engagement in the international arena. 

IV. Intersectality's Impact on International Relations 

A. How Intersectality Influences Diplomatic Relations 

The concept of intersectality, when applied to the identities of nations, offers a 
nuanced understanding of how countries interact on the global stage. This section 
explores the ways in which the multifaceted identities of nations—comprising 
elements such as race, polity, value, religion, language, location, history, economic 
status, and military power—shape and influence diplomatic relations among states. 

1. Complexity in Bilateral Relationships: The intersectality of national identities 
introduces a layer of complexity in bilateral relations. Countries often have to 
navigate a web of historical ties, cultural connections, economic dependencies, and 
strategic interests. For example, the relationship between Japan and the United States 
is not merely based on current strategic interests but is also influenced by historical 
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events, shared democratic values, and economic interdependencies. Intersectality 
helps explain the depth and resilience of such relationships beyond surface-level 
alliances. 

2. Cultural Diplomacy and Soft Power: Nations leverage their cultural richness, 
values, and historical narratives to engage in cultural diplomacy, enhancing their soft 
power. The unique combination of a country's cultural assets can foster mutual 
understanding and goodwill, which are crucial for building and maintaining 
diplomatic relations. For instance, South Korea's global cultural influence through 
K-pop and its entertainment industry has opened new diplomatic avenues and 
strengthened its international relations. 

3. Negotiating International Norms and Values: Intersectality influences how 
countries perceive and negotiate international norms and values. Nations bring their 
unique blend of historical experiences, cultural values, and political systems to the 
table, affecting their stance on issues such as human rights, democracy, and 
environmental sustainability. This diversity can lead to both conflicts and 
opportunities for consensus-building in international forums, as countries advocate 
for norms that resonate with their multifaceted identities. 

4. Conflict Resolution and Peacebuilding: Understanding the intersectality of 
national identities is critical in conflict resolution and peacebuilding efforts. Conflicts 
often arise from or are exacerbated by a lack of recognition of the complex identities 
of the involved parties. A nuanced understanding of intersectality can aid mediators 
and diplomats in addressing the root causes of conflicts, facilitating more effective 
and sustainable peace processes. 

5. Alliances and Multilateral Engagements: The intersectality of national 
identities plays a significant role in the formation and dynamics of international 
alliances and multilateral engagements. Countries with shared or complementary 
aspects of their identities may find common ground, leading to strategic partnerships. 
However, intersecting identities can also introduce tensions within alliances, as seen 
in the varying priorities and perspectives within the European Union or NATO. 
Recognizing and navigating these intersecting identities is crucial for the cohesion 
and effectiveness of such groups. 

6. Adaptation to Global Shifts: In a rapidly changing global landscape, 
countries' intersecting identities influence their adaptability and responses to global 
shifts, such as technological advancements, climate change, and geopolitical 
realignments. Nations' unique combinations of historical experiences, cultural values, 
and socioeconomic statuses shape their priorities and strategies in facing global 
challenges. 

In conclusion, the concept of intersectality significantly enriches our 
understanding of diplomatic relations by highlighting the complex, multifaceted 
identities of nations. It underscores the importance of recognizing and appreciating 
the diversity of national identities in shaping international interactions, negotiations, 
and alliances. By taking into account the intersecting aspects of national identities, 
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diplomats and international actors can foster more nuanced, respectful, and effective 
engagements on the global stage. 

B. The Role of Intersectality in Conflict and Cooperation 

The concept of intersectality, when applied to the international relations sphere, 
provides a comprehensive lens through which the dynamics of conflict and 
cooperation among nations can be understood and analyzed. This section delves into 
how the multifaceted identities of countries—encompassing aspects such as race, 
polity, value, religion, language, and economic status—play a pivotal role in shaping 
the nature of international conflicts and the pathways to cooperation. 

1. Conflict Origination and Escalation: Intersectality can be a critical factor in 
the origination and escalation of conflicts between nations. When aspects of national 
identity clash—such as differing religious beliefs, historical animosities, or 
competing economic interests—conflicts can arise. For example, territorial disputes 
are often not just about the land itself but are deeply rooted in historical narratives, 
cultural significance, and national pride. Understanding the intersecting identities 
that contribute to these perceptions can provide insights into the underlying causes of 
conflicts. 

2. Conflict Resolution Approaches: The resolution of international conflicts 
often requires a nuanced understanding of the intersecting identities involved. 
Peacebuilding efforts that acknowledge and respect the complex identities of 
conflicting parties are more likely to be successful. For instance, diplomatic 
negotiations that consider the historical grievances, cultural values, and political 
aspirations of each side can lead to more sustainable peace agreements. Intersectality 
offers a framework for identifying and addressing these multifaceted factors in 
conflict resolution processes. 

3. Cooperation and Alliance Formation: Intersectality also plays a significant 
role in fostering cooperation and alliance formation among nations. Shared or 
complementary aspects of national identity can serve as a foundation for building 
strong partnerships. For example, countries with similar political systems, economic 
goals, or cultural values may find it easier to collaborate on international issues. The 
recognition of common interests and mutual respect for each nation's complex 
identity can enhance cooperation in areas such as trade, environmental protection, 
and security. 

4. Global Challenges and Collective Action: Addressing global challenges such 
as climate change, pandemics, and migration requires collective action that takes into 
account the intersectality of national identities. Countries' responses to these issues 
are shaped by their unique combinations of geographical location, economic status, 
historical experiences, and cultural values. Recognizing and leveraging the 
intersecting identities of nations can facilitate more effective and inclusive 
approaches to tackling these complex global issues. 
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5. Cultural Exchange and Mutual Understanding: Finally, intersectality fosters 
cultural exchange and mutual understanding among nations. By appreciating the 
multifaceted identities of other countries, states can engage in more respectful and 
productive international relations. Cultural diplomacy initiatives that highlight the 
rich diversity of national identities can contribute to breaking down stereotypes and 
building bridges between peoples, paving the way for more harmonious global 
interactions. 

In conclusion, the concept of intersectality offers valuable insights into the 
dynamics of conflict and cooperation on the international stage. By acknowledging 
and engaging with the complex identities of nations, states and international actors 
can navigate the challenges of global affairs more effectively, fostering a world 
where differences are respected and collaboration is prioritized. Understanding the 
intersecting identities that shape nations' behaviors and interactions is crucial for 
building a more peaceful and cooperative international community. 

C. Intersectality and Global Governance: The UN, WTO, and Other 

International Bodies 

The intricate concept of intersectality, when applied to the realm of global 
governance, offers profound insights into the workings of international bodies such 
as the United Nations (UN), World Trade Organization (WTO), and various regional 
organizations. These entities, designed to foster cooperation and address global 
challenges, are shaped by the multifaceted identities of their member states. This 
section explores how intersectality influences the operations, decision-making 
processes, and effectiveness of global governance institutions. 

1. Diversity of Member States in Global Governance: The UN, WTO, and other 
international bodies are composed of member states with diverse national identities, 
encompassing differences in race, polity, economic status, cultural values, and 
historical experiences. This diversity, while enriching, also introduces complexities 
in reaching consensus and implementing policies that are equitable and effective for 
all. The concept of intersectality helps in understanding how these diverse identities 
interact within the framework of global governance, influencing the priorities and 
perspectives that each nation brings to the table. 

2. Negotiation and Consensus-Building: The process of negotiation and 
consensus-building in international bodies is significantly affected by the intersecting 
identities of member states. Nations negotiate not just on the basis of their immediate 
economic or political interests but also in alignment with their historical contexts, 
cultural values, and societal norms. Recognizing and acknowledging these 
intersecting identities can facilitate more empathetic and effective negotiations, 
leading to outcomes that are more broadly acceptable and sustainable. 

3. Policy Formulation and Implementation: The formulation and 
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implementation of policies by global governance institutions are deeply influenced 
by the intersectality of member states' identities. Policies aimed at addressing global 
issues such as climate change, human rights, trade disputes, and health crises must 
take into account the varied impacts on countries with different economic capacities, 
cultural practices, and political systems. An intersectality-informed approach can 
lead to more inclusive and adaptable policies that recognize the unique challenges 
and strengths of each nation. 

4. Challenges in Representation and Equity: One of the critical challenges faced 
by international bodies is ensuring equitable representation and addressing the needs 
of all member states, especially those from marginalized or less powerful 
backgrounds. The concept of intersectality highlights the importance of considering 
multiple aspects of national identity in governance structures, ensuring that 
decision-making processes do not disproportionately favor certain nations over 
others. This is crucial for maintaining legitimacy and effectiveness in global 
governance. 

5. Adapting to Global Shifts: Finally, global governance institutions must adapt 
to rapid global shifts, such as technological advancements, environmental changes, 
and evolving social norms. The intersecting identities of nations play a critical role in 
shaping their responses to these shifts. International bodies that recognize and 
incorporate these diverse perspectives are better positioned to lead global efforts in 
addressing contemporary challenges. 

In conclusion, the concept of intersectality offers a valuable framework for 
understanding and enhancing the functioning of global governance institutions. By 
acknowledging and engaging with the multifaceted identities of member states, 
organizations like the UN, WTO, and others can navigate the complexities of 
international relations more effectively. This approach fosters a more inclusive, 
equitable, and responsive global governance system, capable of addressing the 
nuanced challenges of our interconnected world. 

V. Challenges and Opportunities 

A. The Potential for Intersectality to Foster Understanding and Cooperation 

The concept of intersectality, when applied to the international arena, holds 
significant promise for enhancing understanding and cooperation among nations. By 
recognizing and engaging with the complex, multifaceted identities of countries, the 
international community can unlock new pathways to collaboration, peace, and 
mutual respect. This section explores the potential of intersectality to transform 
international relations by fostering a deeper understanding of the diverse identities 
that shape the behavior and interactions of nations. 

1. Enhanced Diplomatic Relations: Intersectality provides a nuanced framework 
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for diplomats and international leaders to approach negotiations and engagements. 
By acknowledging the multiple layers of identity that influence a country's stance 
and decisions, diplomats can tailor their approaches to be more empathetic and 
effective. This understanding can lead to more constructive dialogues, where 
countries feel their identities and experiences are respected, laying the groundwork 
for stronger bilateral and multilateral relationships. 

2. Conflict Prevention and Resolution: Conflicts often arise from 
misunderstandings, historical grievances, and perceived threats to national identity. 
An intersectality-informed approach to conflict prevention and resolution can help 
identify the root causes of disputes by considering the various identity dimensions 
that may be at play. By addressing these underlying issues, international mediators 
and peacekeepers can design interventions that are more likely to be accepted by all 
parties involved, leading to sustainable peace. 

3. Cooperation on Global Challenges: Global challenges such as climate change, 
poverty, and pandemics do not respect national borders and often disproportionately 
affect countries based on their geographical location, economic status, and other 
identity factors. Intersectality encourages a more inclusive and equitable approach to 
tackling these issues, recognizing the unique vulnerabilities and capabilities of each 
nation. By working together with an understanding of these intersecting identities, 
the international community can devise more effective and fair solutions. 

4. Building Inclusive International Institutions: International organizations and 
forums can benefit from incorporating intersectality into their structures and 
decision-making processes. This approach can ensure that the diverse identities of 
member states are represented and that policies reflect the complex realities of the 
global community. By doing so, these institutions can increase their legitimacy, 
effectiveness, and responsiveness to the needs of all nations, particularly those that 
have historically been marginalized or underrepresented. 

5. Promoting Cultural Exchange and Mutual Respect: Intersectality fosters a 
deeper appreciation for the rich tapestry of cultures, histories, and identities that 
make up the international community. Encouraging cultural exchanges and dialogues 
informed by an understanding of intersectality can break down stereotypes, build 
mutual respect, and pave the way for more harmonious global interactions. This 
cultural diplomacy can serve as a foundation for stronger international ties and 
cooperation. 

6. Empowering Nations to Share Unique Perspectives: Finally, intersectality 
allows nations to bring their unique perspectives and solutions to the global stage. By 
valuing the diverse contributions of all countries, the international community can 
benefit from a wider range of ideas, experiences, and approaches to address common 
challenges. This collective wisdom, drawn from the intersecting identities of nations, 
can lead to more innovative and effective global governance. 

In conclusion, the potential for intersectality to foster understanding and 
cooperation in the international arena is vast. By embracing the multifaceted 
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identities of nations, the global community can move toward a more inclusive, 
equitable, and cooperative world order. This approach not only addresses the 
challenges of today but also lays the groundwork for a more peaceful and prosperous 
future for all nations. 

B. Challenges in Addressing Intersectality within International Law and Policy 

While the concept of intersectality offers a promising framework for enhancing 
understanding and cooperation on the global stage, its integration into international 
law and policy presents several challenges. These challenges stem from the 
complexity of national identities, the dynamics of international relations, and the 
structures of global governance. This section explores the key obstacles to addressing 
intersectality within international law and policy and discusses potential strategies to 
overcome these hurdles. 

1. Recognition of Multifaceted Identities: One of the primary challenges is the 
formal recognition of the multifaceted identities of nations within the frameworks of 
international law and policy. Traditional international relations theories and legal 
frameworks often simplify or overlook the complex identities of states, focusing 
primarily on factors like sovereignty, power, and economic interests. Expanding 
these frameworks to incorporate intersectality requires a paradigm shift in how 
nations are conceptualized at the international level. 

2. Varying Degrees of Influence: The influence of different countries in shaping 
international law and policy is highly uneven, with more powerful nations often 
dominating the discourse. This imbalance poses a challenge to the incorporation of 
intersectality, as the perspectives and identities of smaller or less powerful nations 
may be marginalized. Ensuring that these diverse voices are heard and considered is 
crucial for a truly intersectal approach to international relations. 

3. Complexity in Policy Formulation: The diverse identities of nations add a 
layer of complexity to the formulation of international policies. Policies designed to 
address global issues must take into account the intersecting identities of nations, 
which can vary widely in terms of economic status, cultural values, political systems, 
and historical experiences. Crafting policies that are sensitive to these differences and 
can accommodate the needs of a diverse range of nations is a significant challenge. 

4. Implementation and Enforcement: Even when policies that recognize 
intersectality are formulated, their implementation and enforcement at the 
international level can be problematic. Differences in national capacities, legal 
systems, and priorities can hinder the effective implementation of international 
agreements and policies. Furthermore, the lack of a centralized enforcement 
mechanism in international law complicates the ability to ensure compliance with 
intersectality-informed policies. 

5. Resistance to Change: Another challenge is the resistance to change from 
established powers and institutions. The incorporation of intersectality into 
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international law and policy represents a departure from traditional approaches and 
may be met with skepticism or opposition from those who benefit from the status 
quo. Overcoming this resistance requires advocacy, education, and the demonstration 
of the tangible benefits of an intersectal approach to international relations. 

Strategies to Overcome Challenges: 
1. Advocacy and Education: Raising awareness about the importance and 

benefits of intersectality in international relations can help build support among 
nations and international institutions. Educational initiatives can foster a deeper 
understanding of the complex identities of nations and the need for inclusive policies. 

2. Inclusive Policy-Making Processes: Ensuring the participation of a diverse 
range of nations in the formulation of international policies can help address 
intersectality. Inclusive policy-making processes that actively seek the input of less 
powerful nations can lead to more equitable and effective outcomes. 

3. Flexible and Adaptive Legal Frameworks: Developing flexible and adaptive 
legal frameworks that can accommodate the diverse identities and needs of nations is 
essential. This may involve the creation of new legal instruments or the modification 
of existing ones to better reflect the principles of intersectality. 

4. Strengthening International Institutions: Strengthening international 
institutions to better represent and serve the interests of all nations, particularly those 
that are marginalized, can support the integration of intersectality into international 
law and policy. This includes reforming decision-making processes to ensure 
equitable representation. 

5. Building Coalitions and Partnerships: Building coalitions and partnerships 
among nations that share common interests or face similar challenges can amplify 
their voices in international forums. These coalitions can advocate for policies that 
reflect the intersecting identities of their members. 

In conclusion, while the challenges in addressing intersectality within 
international law and policy are significant, they are not insurmountable. Through 
concerted efforts to recognize the complex identities of nations, foster inclusive 
policy-making, and reform international institutions, the global community can move 
towards a more equitable and effective system of international relations that truly 
reflects the multifaceted nature of the world's nations. 

VI. Conclusion 

The concept of intersectality, adapted from social science to the realm of 
international relations, offers a profound and nuanced lens through which to view the 
multifaceted identities of nations and their impact on global interactions. This article 
has explored the theoretical underpinnings of intersectality, illustrating how the 
intersection of various components of national identity—such as race, polity, value, 
religion, language, location, and more—shapes the behavior and relationships of 
states on the international stage. Through a series of case studies, we have seen the 
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diverse ways in which countries like the United States, Russia, Germany, Singapore, 
Turkey, and South Africa navigate the complex web of international relations, driven 
by their unique intersectal identities. 

Intersectality's influence on diplomatic relations, conflict and cooperation, and 
global governance highlights the importance of recognizing and addressing the 
complex identities of nations in the pursuit of a more equitable and effective 
international system. The challenges in integrating intersectality into international 
law and policy, while significant, are not insurmountable. These challenges call for a 
collective effort to reformulate our understanding of state behavior and international 
relations in a way that acknowledges the rich tapestry of national identities. 

The potential for intersectality to foster understanding, cooperation, and peace 
on the global stage is immense. By embracing this approach, the international 
community can move towards more inclusive, equitable, and sustainable solutions to 
the challenges facing the world today. Intersectality encourages us to look beyond 
simplistic narratives and consider the intricate ways in which the identities of nations 
intersect and influence their interactions. This perspective not only enriches our 
understanding of international relations but also opens up new avenues for diplomacy, 
conflict resolution, and global governance. 

In conclusion, the concept of intersectality provides a valuable framework for 
navigating the complexities of the international arena. It challenges us to rethink 
traditional notions of state identity and behavior, advocating for a more inclusive and 
nuanced approach to international relations. As we move forward, it is imperative 
that we continue to explore and incorporate intersectality into our analyses, policies, 
and practices, recognizing the multifaceted identities of nations as a source of 
strength and a foundation for a more just and peaceful world. 

https://doi.org/10.33774/apsa-2024-8456c ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8457-6757 Content not peer-reviewed by APSA. License: All Rights Reserved

https://doi.org/10.33774/apsa-2024-8456c
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8457-6757

